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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 3, 5, 8, 10, 11, 13 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, as forming an 
improper Markush group. Regarding the cited claims, the phrase "selected from the group 
comprising" or "selected from the group including" are improper Markush groups, since the 
proper terminology is "selected from the group consisting". See MPEP § 2173.05(h). 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made, 

4. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Thomas, 
(U.S. Pat #5,666,645). 
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Considering claim 1, the claimed information service distribution system comprising: 

'at least a first provider of information to be broadcast to viewers, such that the provider 
periodically generates one or more information files and stores them in a provider storage 
medium', reads on the disclosure in Thomas of the program schedule information providers that 
provide EPG schedule information through the data feeds 80 5 to the Automated Data Collection 
(ADC) subsystem 10, which along with the main database 90 forms a centralized EPG 
management and distribution center, see col. 4, lines 1-6 & col. 5, lines 50-67; Fig.l & Fig. 2. 
As for the first provider of information having a storage medium, Thomas teaches that the 
program schedule information providers transmit EPG data to the ADC 10, but does not 
specifically disclose the use of a storage medium at the site. Official Notice is taken that at the 
time the invention was made; maintaining a storage medium at an EPG provider was well known 
in the art. It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made, to modify Thomas to include a storage medium at the site of the program schedule 
information providers, for the known purpose of at least temporarily storing the EPG data before 
it is transferred to the main distribution center, and so that a copy may be maintained in order to 
distributed to another main distribution center. 
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'central server for receiving the information files from the provider storage medium, such 
that the central server has a plurality of storage locations', is met by the main database 90 and 
ADC 10, which operate as a centralized database, col. 4, lines 1-8; col 6, lines 1-40. 

'provider server for periodically transmitting the information files in the provider storage 
medium to the central server', reads on the EPG providers, since Thomas discloses that the 
program schedule information providers periodically transmit the EPG schedules to the ADC 10, 
via data feed 80; col. 4, lines 1-3; col. 5, lines 51-67. 

'at least a first local server for receiving the files from the central server and sending the 
files from the central server and sending the files to a corresponding CATV headend in a TV 
distribution system' is met by the operation of the of the feed generation systeiii 70, which 
transmits updated EPG data to one or more EPG providers, which may be a headend or super- 
headend, col. 9, lines 5-35; col. 10, lines 5-35; col. 11, lines 12-67 thru col. 12, lines 1-10 & Fig. 
7. 

'programming in the central server for periodically checking whether information files 
are present in any of the storage locations, and transferring any of the files to the local server' is 
met by the discussion in Thomas, col. 6, lines 1 1-45; col. 11, lines 45-67, which teaches that the 
feed generation subsystem extracts EPG data from the main database 90, at least temporarily 
stores the EPG data in cache 720. 
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Considering claim 2, wherein the provider server includes programming that periodically 
checks whether the provider has transferred updated files to the provider storage mediums, and 
transmits the updated files to the central server', is met by the operation of the ADC 10, which 

Considering claims 3 & 10, in light of the 112 rejection above, the instant claims are 
analyzed as best understood. Fig. 1 of Thomas discloses that the various servers may at least 
communicate using a satellite link, which meets the requirement. 

Considering claims 4 & 15, Thomas meets the claimed subject matter, col. 6, lines 1 1-40. 

Considering claims 5 & 1 1, in light of the 112 rejection above, the instant claims are 
analyzed as best understood. Thomas teaches that the system may operate on a UNIX platform, 
(col. 14, lines 1-14) but does not discuss the particular programming language. Official Notice is 
taken that at the time the invention was, the use of various programming languages such as 
PERL, C, JAVA, etc. It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made, to modify Thomas to use any number of computer languages, such as C 
for instance, which is particularly suited for the UNIX platform, in order to have highly 
automated and programmed system. 

Considering claims 6 & 16-17, the claimed feature of an editor for facilitating the review 
and approval of the content of the files prior to being sent o the headend, the operation of the 
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manual entry & correction subsystem 20 and edit generation subsystem 40, meets the 
requirement, see Fig. 1; Fig. 4; Fig. 5; col. 7, lines 21-65 thru col. 8, lines 1-67 & col. 9. 

Regarding claim 17, the manual entry and corrections subsystem 20, makes sure that the 
EPG data is verified before transmission, see col. 8, lines 3-45. 

Considering claims 7 & 12, the claimed private network is met by the Feed Generation 
subsystem 70, see Fig. 7. 

Considering claims 8, 13 & 20, in light of the 1 12 rejection above, the instant claims are 
analyzed as best understood. Thomas is directed to an EPG delivery system , which would 
necessarily at least include channels for news and sports, and reads on the claim language, see 
col. 5, lines 51-67. 

Considering claim 9, the claimed information service distribution system comprises 
elements that correspond with the subject matter recited in the above rejection of claim 1, and are 
likewise treated. As for the additionally claimed feature of an editor for facilitating the review 
and approval of the content of the files prior to being sent o the headend, the operation of the 
manual entry & correction subsystem 20 and edit generation subsystem 40, meets the 
requirement, see Fig. 1; Fig. 4; Fig. 5; col. 7, lines 21-65 thru col. 8, lines 1-67 & col. 9. 
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Considering claim 14, the claimed method for broadcasting information in a TV 
distribution system comprises steps that correspond with elements mentioned in the above 
rejection of claim 1, and are likewise treated. 

Considering claims 18-19, regarding the format of the data files, Thomas only discusses 
that the files may be transmitted using MPEG 2, col. 11, lines 21-45. Nevertheless, Official 
Notice is taken that at the time the invention was made, transmission of data files using JPEG 
and/or HTML was well known in the art. It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in 
the art a t the time the invention was made, to modify Thomas to transmit data files using JPEG, 
fort he known benefits of compression of still image images, and HTML for the desirable 
advantage of a more interactive user interface, for the customer. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

A) Davis Teaches an EPG delivery system that verifies the format and content of EPG data 
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Any response to this action should be mailed to: 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 223 13-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9306, (for formal communications intended for entry) 
Or: 

(571) 273-7290 (for informal or draft.communications, please label 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Reuben M. Brown whose telephone number is (571) 272-7290. The examiner can normally 
be reached on M-F (9:00-6:00), First Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Christopher Grant can be reached on (571) 272-7294. The fax phone numbers for the organization where 
this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306 for regular communications and After Final 
communications. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-2 1 7-9 1 97 (toll-free). <^y) A r\ 




mmmmm 



Reuben M. Brown 



